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The reader will observe, that the Church is placed in the
middle point of the glass between Zeal and Moderation, the
situation in which she always flourishes, and in which every
good Englishman wishes her, who is a friend to the consti-
tution of his country. However, when it mounts - to Zeal, it
is not amiss; and, when it sinks to Moderation, it is still in
admirable temper. The worst of it is, that when once
it begins to rise, it has still an inclination to ascend, in-
somuch that it is apt to climb from Zeal to Wrath, and from
Wrath to Persecution, which often ends in Ignorance, and
very often proceeds from it. In the same manner it fre-
quently takes its progress through the lower half of the glass;
and, when it has a tendency to fall, will gradually descend
from Moderation to Lukewarmness, and from Lukewarm-
ness to Infidelity, which very often terminates in Ignorance,
and always proceeds from it.

It is a common observation, that the ordinary thermo-
meter will be affected by the breathing of people who are in
the room where it stands, and indeed it is almost incredible
to conceive how the glass I am now describing, will fall by
the breath of the multitude crying Popery; or, on the con-
trary, how it will rise when the same multitude (as it some-
times happens) cry out in the same breath, The Church is
in Danger.

As soon as I have finished this my glass, and adjusted it
to the above-mentioned scale of religion, that I might make
proper experiments with it, I carried it under my cloak
to several coffee-houses, and other places of resort, about
this great city. At Saint James's Coffee-house the liquor
stood at Moderation; but at Will's, to my extreme surprise,
it subsided to the very lowest mark of the glass. At the